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(54) Title: FACE MASK 




(57) Abstract 



A face mask for use in an unbreathable atmosphere or beneath the surface of water and intended for connection to a breating gas 
container or to an air purifier. The mask includes a pliable sealing facepiece (1) which is intended to be pressed sealingly against the 
wearer's face, a framed viewing visor inserted in and sealingly connected to the pliable facepiece (1), and straps (8, 9) for securing the face 
mask to the head of the wearer. The straps are fastened in the frame (3) of the visor (2) such that the frame (3) will exert pressure on the 
sealing facepiece (1) when the straps (8, 9) are tightened on the wearer's head. 
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FACE MASK 

The present invention relates to a face mask for use in 
unbreathable atmospheres or under water and which are 
5 intended for connection to a breathing gas container or to 
an air purifier, wherein the face mask includes a pliable 
facepiece which is pressed sealingly against the wearer's 
face, a framed viewing visor fitted in the pliable facepiece 
and connected sealingly thereto, and straps for securing the 
10 face mask to the wearer's head. 

Face masks of this kind are included in many different types 
of breathing equipment used, for instance, by firemen, 
industrial personnel who work in toxic environments, and 

15 divers. In certain cases, there are used solely face masks 
which are secured to the wearer 1 s head by means of straps, 
while in other cases the face mask is used together with a 
helmet, and is preferably secured to the helmet in a manner 
which enables helmet and mask to be handled as a unit. In 

20 this latter case, the head straps form no useful purpose, but 
are more or less an obstacle which makes the helmet uncom- 
fortable to wear. 

A fundamental requirement of a face mask is that it seats 
2 5 sealingly against the wearer's face, so as to prevent toxic 
gases from entering the mask, for instance. For this reason, 
the sealing facepiece in which the viewing visor is seated 
is conveniently comprised of a soft rubber material which 
will conform effectively to the facial contours of the 
30 wearer. This soft rubber material will also be elastic to a 
certain degree. 

In the case of known face masks of this kind, the securing 
head straps are secured in the rubber material of the 
35 facepiece, see for instance US-A 4,714,077. This strap- 
securing method, however, can result in the ingress of toxic 
gases for instance as a result of the rubber material 
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becoming slightly stretched at the strap attachment points, 
as the straps are tensioned, therewith impairing the tight- 
ness of the fit against the facial contours of the wearer. 

5 The known masks are also constructed so that when discon- 
necting the mask-securing head straps in conjunction with 
connecting the mask to a helmet, the band-like head strap 
attachment parts remain fixed to the face mask. In particu- 
lar, the face mask will normally include such a part central- 

10 ly over the forehead of the wearer for attachment to a crown 
strap. The person using the face mask has normally been 
forced to cut off these band-like parts, so that the helmet 
will sit comfortably on the person's head. This means, 
however, that the face mask cannot be reused separately from 

15 the helmet, but must thereafter always be worn together 
therewith. 



One object of the present invention is to provide a face mask 
with which the problem relating to a poorer fitting facepiece 
20 as a result of stretching the rubber material from which the 
facepiece is made has been eliminated. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a face mask 
that can be used as a separate item but which, when neces- 
25 sary, can be adapted for integrated and comfortable use 
together with a helmet without influencing the mask. 

The first of these objects is achieved with a face mask of 
the kind defined in the first paragraph which, in accordance 
30 with the present invention, is characterized in that the 
straps are fastened in the visor frame, such that the frame 
will exert a pressing force on the facepiece when the straps 
are fastened around the wearer's head. 

35 In the case of a face mask of this construction, the whole 
of the pliable, sealing facepiece will be pressed uniformly 
against the wearer's face without danger of the shape of the 
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facepiece being changed at the belt attachment points. 

The second of the aforesaid objects is achieved with a face 
mask of the af oredescribed kind by fastening the straps 
5 directly to the visor frame, such that when the straps are 
removed from the mask, there will remain no coupling parts 
that can make it difficult to use the mask together with a 
helmet. In this regard, it is preferred to provide the visor 
frame with a quick coupling means which will coact with 
10 corresponding means on the straps so as to enable mask and 
straps to be coupled to one another quickly and simply. 

This enables the mask to be used as a separate article and 
therewith to be secured firmly by means of the straps, or to 
15 be used together with a helmet without remaining parts of the 
attachment belts making wearing of the helmet uncomfortable. 

Other characteristic features of the invention are apparent 
from the following Claims. 

20 

The invention will now be described in more detail with 
reference to an exemplifying embodiment thereof and also with 
reference to the accompanying drawing, in which 

25 Fig. 1 illustrates an inventive face mask with the securing 
straps disconnected; and 

Fig. 2 illustrates the mask when used together with a helmet. 

30 The illustrated face mask includes a sealing facepiece 1 made 
of a pliable and supple rubber material or some like material 
which when pressed against the wearer's face will conform to 
the facial contours of the wearer. Inserted in the rubber 
facepiece is a viewing visor 2 which is surrounded by an 

35 essentially rigid frame 3 to which the facepiece l is 
sealingly connected. 
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The frame 3 is provided with quick-coupling means, which in 
the illustrated embodiment are comprised of keyhole openings 
4 and hooks 5 which are intended to coact with pegs 6 and 
slots 7 respectively on respective ends 9 of the straps 8. 
5 The openings 4 are provided in attachment lugs 15 which 
project out from the visor frame 3 and which facilitate 
coupling of the straps to the facepiece. 

The straps 8, 9 are provided with respective buckles 10, or 
10 like devices, which enable the lengths of individual straps 
8, 9 to be adjusted. 

When the mask is to be used separately, i.e. without the 
helmet, the head straps 8, 9 are fastened to the visor frame 

15 as shown in Fig. 1. The straps are then placed over the 
wearer 1 s head and adjusted to the length desired. The straps 
will therewith exert a holding force on the visor frame 3, 
which in turn will press the pliable sealing facepiece 1 
uniformly against the wearer's face. This abutment pressure 

20 can be adjusted readily, by changing the lengths of the 
straps. 

A face mask worn and tightened in this way will seal very 
effectively against the wearer's face and therewith prevent 
25 the ingress of toxic gas, for instance. 

When the mask is to be used together with a helmet 11, the 
straps 8 and 9 are disconnected from the mask and then 
connected to the helmet with the aid of resilient arms 12, 
30 see Fig. 2, so that the face mask and the helmet will form 
an integrated unit. It is important in this regard that no 
part of the straps, such as the part 9, remains on the face 
mask, since the helmet would otherwise feel uncomfortable 
when worn. 

35 

A very effective seal is obtained between the pliable rubber 
facepiece 1 and the wearer's face when the mask is worn in 





WO 96/25983 



PCT/SE96/00239 



5 



accordance with Fig. 2, as a result of the arms 12 used to 
secure the face mask to the helmet are mounted on the visor 
frame 3, e.g. with the aid of bolts 13, which connect the two 
halves of the visor frame. 



The fastener arms 12 may have any desired construction to 
suit different helmets, although the arms will preferably 
have a springiness that will provide a correct abutment 
pressure against the wearer's face when the helmet is secured 
10 on the wearer •s head with the aid of the chin strap 14. 

The arms 12 can be easily removed when again wishing to use 
the face mask as a separate item, whereafter the head straps 
are again connected to the visor frame with the aid of the 
15 aforesaid quick-coupling means. This enables the face mask 
to be used with great variation in different circumstances. 

Although the invention has been described with reference to 
a specific embodiment thereof, it will be understood that 
20 many variations and modifications can be made in different 
aspects with regard to design, among other things, within the 
scope of the following Claims. For instance, the illustrated 
and described quick-coupling means can be replaced with other 
types of known coupling means. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A face mask for use in an unbreathable atmosphere or 
beneath the surface of water and intended for connection to 
a breathing gas container or to an air purifier, wherein the 
face mask includes a pliable sealing facepiece (1) intended 
for sealing abutment with the wearer's face, a viewing visor 
provided with a frame (3) and fitted in and sealingly 
connected to the pliable facepiece (1), and straps (8, 9) for 
securing the face mask on the wearer's head, characterized 
in that the head straps are fastened to the visor frame (3) 
such that said frame (3) will exert pressure on the sealing 
facepiece (1) when the straps (8, 9) are tightened on the 
wearer's head. 

2. A face mask according to Claim 1, characterized in that 
the straps (8, 9) are fastened directly to the visor frame 
(3) such that when the straps are removed, no coupling parts 
will remain on the mask that can render difficult its use 
together with and its attachment to a helmet (11) • 



3. A face mask according to Claim 2, characterized in that 
the visor frame (3) is provided with quick-coupling means (4, 
5) which coact with corresponding means (6, 7) on the straps 
25 (8,9) such as to enable the mask and straps to be connected 
together in a simple and quick fashion. 



4. A face mask according to Claim 3, characterized in that 
the quick-coupling means include keyhole-like openings (4) 
and pegs (6) having enlarged heads for Rocking engagement in 
said openings. 

5. A face mask according to Claim 4, characterized in that 
the openings (4) are provided in attachment lugs (15) which 
project out from the visor frame (3); and in that said pegs 
(6) are provided on the ends of the fastening straps (8) . 
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